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FOREWORD
It 15 & matter of sincere qratification that withinn
few months after the publication of Gt Mangart as
the Dedicatory Volume in the Series beanng the
namo of His Highness the ahaaya of Bikaner, 1t
bas been possible for the Anup Sanslnt Tabrary
to bring out thus Vir Gut vs the first volume 1 the
Series  The arringements for punting the Dedicatory
volume weie made duting my stay m Bil aner mn the
summer of 1944 Now when I visit Bihaner 1o the
summer of 1945 the first volume 18 nlsoread; and the
second put of this work s getting rendy as the next
number in the Series
This volume contains 146 songs in Rajastham
As the nnme wnplies, these are songs of heromsm
The songs are dimided nto three groups 1to 4, 5 to
133 and 134 to 145 In the first gloup the subject
matter 15 of » geperal nature  In the second group
there are songs sbout ndividual beroes, whose date
could bo ascertained These 129 songs are wrranged
1 chropological order  They start from the twelfth
contury and corae up to vecent times In the third
group are included songs whose dates could not be
ascertuned and they arve arrnged in the alphabetienl
order of the nume of the heroes  Besides their artis
tic value a8 hterntme these songs, belonging to van
ous pertods, will be of great bielp wn studying the
development of Rajastham language
I hase qalways hold on to the wiew thiat the htera-
tures of Modern Indinn lnnguages and Sanshnt hitera
ture form a harmomous umt representative of Indian
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culture and that they are mutually complementary
Sanskut was, for many centures, the medum for
the expression of Indivs intellect and imagination
During tho last one thousand yeats Indian poetry
found expression thiough the varions, languages that
glew up 1n the different parts, of India  But the
Vedas and the Puranas’ stall continue to inspne the
naton and to mould the hfe of the nation  The
thoughts found 1 the hterabures of the different
languages are continuations wnd natutal developments
of the thoughts found 1 Sanshut and Senshrit um
fied the various languages mto v cultwial whole
resisting the possble tendency ob’disintegiation

1t 1s unfoitunate that m necent times thersis a
new tendency developing to 1egard the various
hteratures as having mutually confliching interests
The studies of these literatures are neglected 1o the
school and umveiaity education, and ignorance comes
to the aid of prejudices  lhe only wasjin which
this tendency townrds disrupion could be arrested
18 to develop o taste for ,Indian hteratures and to
ennble the people ofsthe country to understand the
cultural values of theiwr hteratures  When under
standing displaces 1ignorance, sympathy will tal e the
place of prejudices and people will find that there
can be no eonfhiet of interest between different hite
ratures  The poets looked upon man and the world
from the svme angle, the ifference 15 only 1n the
wedwm, namely, the language Lsery one who
understands the renl beauties of hicrary art hnows
al=o that there cunnot be any more conflict betweon
two hicrntures than there can be between tsro forms
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of art, say, painting and scolpture. Literature, like
any other art, ultimately deals with man and belongs
to man, to whatever language it belongs primarily.

The subject matter deals with in these songs is just
the subject matter that has been dealt with in the
varlous strata of Sanskrit Litorature from its earliest
times, natwely, the Vedis period. The hymns of the
Rigveda aie songs of heroism. Ramayana and Maha-
bharata arc songs of hereism. The poets like Kali-
dasa, Bharavi, Magha and 8ri Haisha sing of heroism.
Sanskrit dramas depict herowsm. DMan's physical
might is 10 modein times condemned as o sin, while
the religion of our forefathers exalted 1t as the defen-
dor of man's lughest goal. There was according to
them perfect harmony between the Self of man and
the body of man, and they were umtually cowple-
mentary in origmation, mn function and 1 goal.
The songs presented 1n this volume braly raflect the -
religion of onr forefathers, a rehgion which alone can
restore to us the posttion which once was ours.

When 1 visited Bikaner just over five years
ago to prepare a hst of the Sansknt wanuscripts
1n the Library as a patt of my work in the Madras
University in editing the Wew Catalogus Catalogorun
of Sanskmt Mannscripts, httle did I dream that the
very humble beginning which I started then would
be the foundation on which would be erected such a
mighty strneture. Bikaner had been a centre of
learmng fox a long time. I had to create nothing. I
had only to use a piece of cloth and remove the
dust on the surface, and the mirror starts reflecting
all the glory of the place. To change the metaphor,
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T mey say that T had only to remove the curtan and
the glorious charncters of ancient days, the hings and
the ministets and tho scholars, are theie on the stage
I consmider 1t 1y gmeatest pruvilege o life to be the
stage-boy pulhing tho curtun strings m tns geas
drama

The present volume contuns only the text The
Translation 1o Hindi, Notes, Glossary, detailed Intro
duction twud such other material that will help the
reader to better undeistand and appreciate the woik,
will form the second part and will be published at an
early date

The matter that appewred m the Dedicatory
volume was quite appropriate 1n mnaugurating a Serzes
fromn Bikrner, and I am sure that the readers will
readily agiee that the materal presented heic 1s
equally appropriate 1n the first volume of the Serier
that bears the name of His Highness the Maharya
of Bihaner

Pandit St Ram, the Superintendent of the
Government Piess, Bihaner deserves both thanks
and congratulations for bringing out the volume so
expeditiously and at the same time so neatly

BILANER
cK
1t May, 1945 UNHAN RATA
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. It contans 49 vare ongmal songs
and will be highly liked and appreciated not only by
the Rajastham public, but will be welcome by the
Hind: and Dingal loving peaple abroad as well

P HART NARAYAN §HARMA,
) WVidyabhushan, Jaipup,

“Apart from shar phiologieal and  historipg]
unportance, winch 19 very great mndeed, the Gitas
selacted are of immense Literary value,
the true geme of the Dingal hteratyrg
sapplied are oxzcellent, ae is the byrep mntro

and represent
The noteg
dustion,”

ML MENARIAJ
Gangore Ghat, Udaipuy,
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‘Thenkfully received a copy of Git Manjan
Whuch siudent of medieval hteratures and language
of North India would farl to welcome 2 Series that
proposes to publish Rajasthan: and Hindi clasaies ®

HARI VALLABH BHAYANI,
Bharatya Vulyabhawun\r Bombay

N The collection has been well dons and
the 1dea of publishing texts :n old Rajasthan: and
Hindi 1s as admirable as hmely

V 8§ AGRAWALA,

Provincral Museum Lucknow

“The1des of publishing the Rajasthani songs 1s
indeed welcome, and we eagerly awat many such
volumes  These songe are surcharged with the
spinit of martial traditions, and 1n addition they are
valuable specimens of post Apabhramsa linguistic
atage .

* A N UPADHYE,
Kolkapur



